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RESPONSE TO AMENDMENT 

1. This communication is responsive to the amendment filed on February 28, 2005. 
Claims 1, 6, 7, 11, 12, 19, and 20 have been amended. Claims 5 and 10 have been 
cancelled. Claims 1-4, 6-9, and 1 1-20 are presented for examination. 

The New Grounds of Rejection 

2. Applicants' amendments and arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6-9, and 11- 
20 filed on February 28, 2005 have been fully considered but they are deemed to be 
moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC S 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 1-2, 6-9, 11-15 and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Rhie et al., (Rhie) U.S Patent No. 6,366,650 in view of Weiser et al., 
(Weiser) U.S. Patent No. 5,786,819 and Further in view of Wong et al., (Wong) U.S. 
Patent No. 6,489,951. 
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5. As to claim 1, 6-9, 19 and 20, Rhie teaches an interface for facilitating browsing 
of an indexed collection of electronic content, comprising: 

means for determining a current location within an indexed associated with the 
indexed collection of electronic content (col. 3, lines 12-18); 

a non-visual display device for diisplaying information identifying the current 
location (col. 2, lines 32-38); 

Rhie does not explicitly teach wherein the interface as in claim 1 further 
comprises a location display resolution-controlling device for controlling the resolution 
with which the information identifying the current location is displayed. 

Weiser teaches a single button list scrolling for presenting data in display of 
limited size. The data is presented to the user in a manner equal to the length in time of 
the depression of the button (col. 4, lines 20-41). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the times of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Weiser into the invention if Rhie in 
order to make the system efficient and user friendly. The user can move through the 
indexed collection at a fast pace or at a slow pace accordingly. It gives the user ease of 
use in browsing a large number of records and saves them time in the process. 

Weiser teaches a resolution feedback device for providing non-visual feedback 
representative of a current resolution with which the information identifying the current 
location currently is being displayed. Weiser does not explicitly indicate wherein the 
resolution feedback is a non-visual (col. 4, lines 20-41). 
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Wong teaches a method and system for enabling visually impaired users to use 
touch-sensitive screens to control various devices. Wong teaches a visually impaired 
system that allows a visually impaired user to scroll through a list using a scroll bar. A 
scroll bar contains a scroll thumb, and by sliding the scroll thumb along the scroll bar, a 
user may scroll through a list. When a user touches the scroll thumb the system 
announces that the use is touching the scroll thumb. The system provides audio 
feedback to the user while scrolling (col. 4, lines 40-62, and col. 5, lines 7-25). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teaching of Wong into the invention of Weiser 
and Rhie in order to make the system user friendly and easy to use. By allowing a user 
to browse through an indexed collection and having audio feedback at the same time 
allows the user to quickly and easily navigate through the index with minimal visual 
attention, 

6. As to claim 2, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 1, wherein the non-visual 
display device further comprises an audio display device (col. 3, lines 12-18). 

7. As to claim 11, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 7, wherein the location 
display device and the browsing device are embodied in the same apparatus (col.2, 
lines 17-18). 

8. As to claim 12, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 1, further comprising a 
display device for displaying a selected record from the collection of electronic content 
(col. 4, lines 30-35). 
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9. As to claim 13, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 1, wherein the electronic 
content comprises audio content (col. 2, lines 17-31 ). 

10. As to claim 14, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 1, wherein the electronic 
content comprises visual content (coL 2, lines 17-31). 

11. As to claim 15, Rhie teaches an interface as in claim 1, wherein the electronic 
content comprises text content (col. 2, lines 17-31). 

12. Claims 3 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rhie et aL, (Rhie) U.S Patent No. 6,366,650 and in view of Peurach et ah, U.S. Patent 
No. 5,844,392. 

13. As to claims 3 and 4, Rhie teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Rhie does not explicitly teach wherein the non-visual display device further comprises a 
haptic display device. 

Peurach teaches a method for simultaneously browsing, or viewing, touching, 
attaching to, or manipulating, object descriptions contained within files both visually and 
haptically (col.4, lines 20-37). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the times of the 
applicant's invention to incorporate Peurach's haptic feedback device into the invention 
of Rhie in order to make the system more user friendly. By having a haptic output 
device, a user does not have to devout a large amount of time and attention at looking 
at a display thereby making it easier for the user to do other activities while browsing the 
indexed collection. 
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14. Claims 16-18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rhie et a!., (Rhie) U S Patent No. 5,844,392 and in view of "Official Notice." 

15. As to claims 16-18, Rhie teaches the claimed invention as described above. 
Rhie does not explicitly teach wherein at least some of the electronic content is indexed 
alphabetically, numerically and by date. 

Official Notice is taken that both the concept and advantages of indexing in 
alphabetically, numerically and by date are well known and expected in the art. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the times of the applicant's 
invention to include alphabetically, numerically and by date indexing of electronic 
content because it gives the user ease of use and makes promotes efficiency. It allows 
a user to increase query response time by browse a collection for a certain record 
without having to go through every record. 

16. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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